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D I R E C T I V E D 55-20

Effective Date:

May 10, 1984

/s/ A. D. Andreas
Assistant Secretary for Highways

Reduced Speed in Maintenance and Construction Zones

I. Introduction

A. Purpose

To provide guidance for the determination of reduced regulatory speed limit and/or an
advisory speed in a maintenance or construction zone.

B. Supersession

D 55-20, “Reduced Speed in Maintenance and Construction Zones,” May 11, 1981.

C. References

1. D 01-01, “Delegation of Authority.”

2. M 41-01, “Construction Manual.”

3. M 22-01, “Design Manual.”

4. M 21-01, “Standard Plans for Road and Bridge Construction.”

5. M 41-10, “Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal
Construction.”

6. M 24-01, “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and
Highways.”

7. D 55-82, “Approval of Traffic Regulations.”

http://wwwi.wsdot.wa.gov/docs/OperatingRulesProcedures/0101.pdf
Policy Analysis
Note:  D 55-82 has been rescinded.

http://wwwi.wsdot.wa.gov/docs/
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II. Rules

A. Reduced speeds may be needed in construction or maintenance areas for the safe
operation of vehicular traffic.  Because the incidence of conditions that require reduced
speeds within a construction or maintenance area vary by the time of day and day of
week, advisory speed signs are to be used to the maximum extent possible.  A
regulatory speed limit is to be used when accepted traffic engineering practices identify
the need for a lower speed limit.

B. District Administrators may post advisory speeds where and/or when necessary for the
safe operation of the motorist’s vehicle as determined by accepted traffic engineering
practices.  Advisory speed signs shall be in place only on those days that construction
or maintenance activities require the advisory speed.  If the hazardous conditions
requiring the advisory speeds are removed or corrected, the advisory speed signs are to
be removed covered, or turned away from traffic.

C. District Administrators are delegated authority to establish a reduced regulatory speed
limit, provided:

1. The conditions are one or more of the following:

a. Personnel are working on, or immediately adjacent to, the travel lanes; or,

b. Equipment is being operated on, or immediately adjacent to, the travel lanes;
or,

c. An edge of pavement drop-off, or other pavement surface or edge of
pavement condition, exists that justifies a reduced regulatory speed; or,

d. Lane widths are decreased because of a traffic barrier along or near the edge
of the travel lane; or,

e. Other conditions that are considered to require a regulatory speed limit shall
be discussed with the Headquarters Traffic Engineer prior to implementation.

2. It is effective only on those days that one or more of the above conditions exist.  If
conditions requiring the reduced regulatory speeds are removed or corrected, the
reduced regulatory speed limit signs shall be removed, covered, or turned away
from traffic.

3. The need is determined by an engineering and traffic investigation made in
accordance with accepted traffic engineering practices.

a. This investigation shall be based on design plans and/or field investigations,
as appropriate.

b. For projects of significant duration (e.g., longer than two weeks) a follow-up
traffic engineering investigation shall be conducted to determine what
adjustments, if any, are needed to the reduced regulatory speed limit.
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4. It is not used as a warning device as it has no warning connotation and does not
advise motorists of hazards which may be encountered.

D. The District Administrator should install advance warning signs to advise motorists of
the roadway conditions or construction and maintenance activities that result in the
posting of the reduced advisory speeds and/or regulatory speed limit ahead.  Beyond
the work area, signing should indicate the end of the activities that produced the need
for the reduced speeds.

E. A notice of reduced regulatory speed limit is to be published and posted as required, by
RCW 47.48.020.  (See Appendix 1.)

F. The Maintenance and Operations Office is to be advised of the established reduced
regulatory speed limit by memorandum with copy of the applicable traffic engineering
investigative report attached.

G. The applicable District Office of the Washington State Patrol is to be advised of
reduced regulatory speed limit by copy of the memorandum required in Paragraph F.

III. Appendix

1. RCW 47.48.

25:Dir5

http://leginfo.leg.wa.gov/pub/rcw/title_47/chapter_048/rcw_47_48_020
http://leginfo.leg.wa.gov/pub/rcw/title_47/chapter_048/rcw_47_48_020
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Appendix 1
Chapter 47.48, CLOSING HIGHWAYS AND RESTRICTING TRAFFIC
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